
 

 

2026-27 YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION - RULES AND INFORMATION 
 
Date and Location of Competition:  
Saturday, September 5, 2026, 10:00am, at Christ United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Date and Location of Performance (for the winner of the Competition): 
Sunday, October 11, 2026, 4:00pm, at Kimball Recital Hall, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Application Deadline: Friday, August 14, 2026  
 
Eligibility: Each applicant must be an instrumental musician who is 20 years old or younger on the date 
of the audition. 
 
Music Selection: The piece must be a movement, or movements, of a standard orchestral concerto 
piece. If you have questions about the suitability of your selection, please contact LSO prior to submitting 
your application. The winner of the competition will perform a concerto movement with a maximum length 
of ten minutes with the orchestra. Therefore, the winner must be prepared to make any cuts necessary, in 
collaboration with LSO's Music Director, to keep the selection within the time limit.  
 
Memorization: The piece does not need to be memorized; you will be allowed to use your music at the 
competition, and the winner will be allowed to use music at the performance. 
 
Accompanist: Applicants are encouraged to rehearse ahead of time with their preferred accompanist. 
For the competition itself, LSO will provide an accompanist, and LSO's accompanist is the only 
accompanist allowed to attend the competition. No prior rehearsal with LSO's accompanist is allowed, but 
each applicant will be given a few minutes to speak with LSO’s accompanist immediately prior to 
performing. This rule is in place in order to provide an equitable experience for every applicant. 
 
Award: The winner will receive a $500 cash prize, the title of LSO Young Artist Winner, one coaching 
with LSO Music Director Edward Polochick, one rehearsal with the orchestra, the opportunity to perform a 
10-minute piece as a soloist with LSO on October 11, 2026 at 4:00pm at Kimball Recital Hall, and up to 
12 complimentary tickets to the performance. 
 
Application Checklist:  
1. Submit application form through https://lincolnsymphony.com/young-artist-competition/ 
2. Submit $40 non-refundable application fee (cash, check, or paypal) 
3. Email the following documents to jordan@lincolnsymphony.com: 

- Letter of recommendation from your current or most recent music instructor 
- Piano score of your piece 
- Artist biography and head shot, as you would like them to appear in a concert program  

 
 
 

The LSO Young Artist Competition is funded in part by the J. Edmunds & 
Thelma D. Miller Fund at the Lincoln Community Foundation 


